CRIMINAL   TENDENCIES   IN   NORMAL   CHILDREN
repetitions of these early ones, and that every child in the first
years of its life goes through an immeasurable degree of suffering.
It is not to be denied that appearances speak against these
statements. Even though on close observation one can note
signs of difficulties, the child seems to overcome these more or
less easily. The question how the difference between appearances
and the actual psychical situation is to be explained will be
answered later, when we are dealing with the various ways and
means the child uses to overcome its difficulties.
I have to return to the point where I spoke about the negative
feelings of the child. These are directed against the parent of the
same sex and the brothers and sisters. But, as I mentioned, the
situation is more complicated through the fact that negative feel-
ings are also directed against the parent of the opposite sex,
partly because of the frustration this parent too imposes, and
partly because in its efforts to escape the conflict the child with-
draws from his love-object and changes the love into aversion.
But the situation is still more complicated through the fact that
the child's love-tendencies are coloured by sexual theories and
phantasies typical of the pre-genital stages, just as its negative
feelings are. A great deal about the infantile sexual theories has
been discovered from the analysis of adults; but to the analyst
who deals with children themselves an astonishing variety of sexual
theories is revealed. I will just say a few words about the way
in which this material is obtained from the child. When from
our psycho-analytic point of view we watch the child at play and
use special technical measures to diminish its inhibition, we can
bring out these phantasies and theories, find out the experiences
the child has had, and see all the child's impulses and its reacting
criticizing faculties at work. This technique is not an easy one;
it requires a great deal of identification with the phantasies of
the child and a special attitude towards the child, but it is ex-
tremely productive. This technique leads us to depths of the
unconscious which are surprising even to the analyst of the adult.
Slowly the analyst, by interpreting to the child what his play,
drawings and whole behaviour means, resolves the repressions
against the phantasies behind the play and liberates those
phantasies. Tiny dolls, men, women, animals, cars, trains and
so on, enable the child to represent various persons, mother,
father, brothers and sisters, and by means of the toys to act all its
most repressed unconscious material. It is not possible within
the limits of this paper to enter more fully into the details of my
technique. I must confine myself to the statement that I get this
material in so many different performances and in such variety
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